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The QMUL Model

What is the QMUL Model?
The QMUL Model is an innovative 
and unique teaching and learning 
initiative designed for students of 
the 21st century. 

It will broaden undergraduate student 
opportunities within and beyond higher 
education. The Model will not only boost 
our students’ cultural and social capital 
but, through its teaching, enhance their 
understanding of ethical issues, tolerance 
and resilience.

The project will build on QMUL’s successful 
record in widening participation. Students will 
develop additional skills and competencies to 
place them in the best possible position for 
their chosen path after graduation, be that 
employment, further study or other activities.

Importantly, the Model will be delivered as 
integrated and credit-bearing parts of the 
students’ programmes of study. This will 
both demonstrate the importance attached 
to these modules, and also ensure that 
all students are equally able to access 
the activities. Our experience shows that 
extracurricular activities can elude the 
students most in need because they have 
other commitments such as employment 
or caring responsibilities.

What will the QMUL Model mean 
for students?
Every undergraduate student will take a 
minimum of one module each year that 
specifi cally addresses one or more of the 
following themes:

•  Networking: skills that will enable
students to develop their own networks,
engage with employers or work with
local communities before graduation

•  Versatility: multi-, inter-disciplinary and
critical thinking fostered by studying
across a range of areas beyond the
boundaries of their degree programme

•  Global outlook: entrepreneurial
and international perspectives
and experiences.
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What activities will be included?
QMUL Model modules will include both 
relevant existing modules in our curriculum 
as well as new modules being developed, 
each with specifi c learning outcomes 
related to key thematic areas.

Modules will include:
• volunteering

•  work placements and entrepreneurial 
experience

• engagement with research projects

•  taught modules in disciplines distinct 
from a student’s core programme

• language learning

• bespoke skills development modules.

When will the QMUL Model launch?
In 2017/18, for fi rst year students only. 
The Model will then be rolled out across 
all year groups during the following years.

What are the benefi ts of the QMUL 
Model?
By increasing our graduates’ social 
capital, we can help them to achieve 
their aspirations. Rather than just aiming 
to have all of our graduates in ‘a job’ or 
further study, we will help position them 
to take the right job or opportunity for 
their skills and abilities.

“…QMUL provides undergraduate 
students with opportunities to 
develop their talents [and] these will 
form an integral part of their studies. 
This should result in confi dent 
graduates who are better prepared 
to make an immediate contribution 
to society and the workplace”
Dr David Docherty
Chief Executive Offi cer, National Centre 
for Universities and Business (NCUB)


